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Why do they still come? Fourteen hundred years after a handful of Celtic monks withdrew to tiny

islands in the sea, and almost a thousand years after the last of them disappeared, a steady

streams of modern men and women make the difficult trek to these isolated places. Why? What did

the ancient monks know that we have forgotten, or remember only dimly? What are we looking for

when we journey to such sacred places? We are looking, among other things, for wisdom-for clues

about how to live in a frantic, materialistic, care-worn world that is, in many ways, hostile to life. And

we sense that those who lived here so long ago, though they have left very little behind, have

something to teach us. In Search of Sacred Places: Looking for Wisdom on Celtic Holy Islands is

the story of a reluctant pilgrimage, taken by a man with no great faith in sacred places. He is a man

filled with modern questions and suspicions, who nonetheless returns home from these thin places

with a better understanding of how to live. This book interweaves spiritual quest, travel, memoir,

history, theological reflection, cultural analysis, and personal introspection-all conveyed in an

engaging, probing, and honest voice. It is a book for those on the hunt for meaning who share the

hope that God has sown it throughout this world-perhaps more thickly in certain sacred places.
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Although the sacred places Taylor shares with us are moving, it is his personal honesty, humility

and his wry humor that make sacredness and pilgrimage, commitment and faith, accessible. I am

grateful to the author for voicing the questions and the doubts that I have as he (and I and many

others) try to live our lives in ways that keep us awake to the wonders and blessings of our world in



the midst of what often seems hopeless.

I've visited all three of these places and, at least for me, Taylor has captured a good bit of their

magic. His writing is easy to read and entertaining and leavened with just the right touch of humor.

One moment Taylor will have you pondering a simple yet astounding truth and the next you'll be

laughing over the sad state of his family's car rental. His style of writing is very approachable and

endearing. In this book you will not have to deal with a self-righteous narrator on his way to tell you

how to reach his level of spirituality. Rather, Dan Taylor openly admits his doubts, concerns, and

failures. But, he also gives us something to aspire to and helps us to seek out our own pilgrimages

not only when we're abroad, but also when we come home again.
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